Female Long-Term Inmates: Assessment Considerations &
Experiences of Lifers Released by the Board
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Female Inmates in State Prisons
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Inmates in CDCR
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Women and Violent crime:




Women and Violent Crime:
Victim Characteristics




Codetendants and Stranger Victims
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e Women are more likely to be involved in drug and violent offenses
when they had male codefendants.

e Robbery stands out as the one type of violent crime where most of the
victims were strangers to the offender.

e “Of Robberies that resulted in homicide, most occur in the context of
acquiring money to support drug use, with a codetendant who is often a
male intimate partner, and where the woman is an accomplice in a
robbery which culminates in the victim’s death (Langley, 2002;
Schwartz, 2008).”




Commonly Accepted Risk Factors
for Recidivism
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The Big Four:
Causal risk factors that




Moderate Four:




Women’s Pathways
to Crime

While there are some
similarities, research suggests
that pathways to crime differ for
men and women.

Research into women’s
pathways to crime began during
the early 1990’s and continues to
be developed and refined.

e Salisbury and Van Voorhis (2009), study of
probationers found three pathways

e Brennan et al. (2012), study of soon-to-be
released inmates from CCWF and VSPW
found eight pathways which coalesced into
four superordinate pathways




Salisbury and Van Voorhis (2009)
Gendered Pathways
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Factors that Differentiate Women’s Pathways
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Brennan et al. (2012); Salisbury (2612); Bloom, Owen & Covington
(2002);




Specific Risk Factors for Violent Female Offenders
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e Higher incidence of physical and sexual trauma, and revictimization.

= Lifetime frequency of physical abuse was a significant predictor of self-reported violent
behavior

e Female homicide offenders experience higher levels of stress, earlier in
life, than do male murderers.

e Dysfunctional relationships (includes intimate and family
relationships)/Parenting stress

e Mental Illness and Personality Disorders
e Substance abuse
e Low self-esteem/self-efficacy




Considering Institutional Adjustment
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Analysis of Comprehensive Risk
Assessments Administered in 2016

Cliff Kusaj, Psy.D.



Gender Comparisons
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S
N=150 (4.7%) N=3000 (95.2%)

Low Risk 46% 27%

Moderate Risk 45% 49%

High Risk 9% 24%




Gender Comparisons: PCL-R
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_ Female Long-Term Inmates | Male Long-Term Inmates

PCL-R Total 13.6 18.5
PCL-R Interpersonal 1.8 2.7
PCL-R Affective 3.2 4.3
PCL-R Lifestyle 4.5 5.1
PCL-R Antisocial 3.2 5.3




Gender Comparisons: HCR-20-V3
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Gender Comparisons: History of Problems With...
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Gender Comparisons: Recent Problems With...
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Gender Comparisons: Future Problems With...
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Women on Parole
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(Van Voorhis, et. al, 2010)



Lifer Parolees I Spoke With Said...
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Another Surprise
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Final Impressions
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